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‘BULLET TRAIN’ ARRIVES IN UK  
 
London – 23rd August 2007 Hitachi Europe Ltd announces the delivery to the UK of the 

first six-car Class 395 ‘bullet train’ units for Southeastern High Speed Services.  This first 

unit has been manufactured to the latest UK and European safety standards in Hitachi’s 

manufacturing facility in Kasado Japan. A further 3 trains are currently being assembled 

and will be delivered over the coming months to carry out a comprehensive testing 

programme on the High Speed 1 line between Ashford and St Pancras and on the Kent 

network. The remaining 25 Trains will be delivered in 2009. 

 

Alistair Dormer, General Manager at Hitachi Rail Systems London, said: 

“Hitachi is delighted to deliver the first Class 395 Train to the UK, on time and on 

budget. Today is a major milestone for Hitachi and for everyone involved in the Class 

395 Project. We now look forward to working with our partners to complete testing and 

delivering the trains ready for service in 2009” 

 

Charles Horton, managing director of Southeastern, said: "The arrival of the first high-

speed train into the UK, is great news. When these trains enter service in December 2009 

they will slash journey times across the region, encourage more people to travel by train 

and bring new standards of comfort and reliability. They will also play a key role in 

providing fast and easy access to the London Olympic Games at Stratford in 2012, with a 

journey time to and from London St Pancras of just seven minutes. Our ambition to 

create a growing railway for a growing region has taken an important step forward today" 

 

The train arrived on board Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics’ 67,140 GRT RoRo ship. 

Upon arrival in Southampton the train will be transferred to a state of the art maintenance 

facility in Ashford (Kent) for commissioning prior to starting dynamic testing on the 

Network in early October.  

 

 



..ends.. 
For further information, please contact: 
Hirofumi Ojima  or: Patrick Evans/Ewan Robertson or:     Nigel Jarrett 
Hitachi Rail Systems  Citigate Dewe Rogerson           Southeastern 
020 7970 2700   020 7282 2981            020-7620-5080 
 
or 
Robert Minton-Taylor  
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics 
Tel Direct: 01535 634 634 or Mobile 07947 818 816 
 
More information about Hitachi’s Rail Systems Industrial Group can be found at 
www.hitachi-rail.com
 
About Hitachi Europe Ltd. 
Hitachi Europe Ltd., is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi, Ltd., Japan. Headquartered in Maidenhead, 
UK, it has operations in 15 countries and employs 500 people across Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 
Hitachi Europe tailors its services and solutions to meet the specific needs of its customers. Hitachi Europe 
comprises ten key business areas: power and industrial systems; rail; industrial components & equipment; 
information systems; digital media; display products; air-conditioning and refrigeration systems; 
procurement and sourcing; corporate technology group (research & development) and the Hitachi Design 
Centre. For more information about Hitachi Europe Ltd., please visit http://www.hitachi-eu.com. 
 
 
About Southeastern’s High Speed Services  
 
A flagship feature of the Southeastern franchise will be the High Speed Services between London St 
Pancras, Ashford and the Kent coast from December 2009. The service will also include two new stations 
built at Ebbsfleet and Stratford. A fleet of 29 six-car units will travel at speeds of up to 140 miles an hour 
reducing journey times considerably. These Class 395 trains will also have a key role in the London 2012 
Olympic Games transporting spectators.   
 
About Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics 
 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics (WWL) is a global specialist in ocean, inland and outbound supply chain 
solutions. The company, which is jointly owned by Wallenius Lines of Sweden and Wilh. Wilhelmsen of 
Norway operates 65 eco-friendly modern RoRo vessels on five global trade routes in the Americas, Europe, 
Oceania and Asia.  It transports 3.3 million pieces of cargo each year and employs 3,200 globally. For more 
information about Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics please visit http://www.2wglobal.com  
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